Interim  Report  of  -Pie  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1940«> 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blyth  Rural  District  Council. 

My  Lord,  My  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Minister  of  Health  requires  that  an  interim  report 
only  should  be  made  for  the  year  1940  but  requests  that  the  Vital 
Statistics  should  be  carefully  preserved  for  a fuller  subsequent  report. 

In  June  we  ceased  to  be  a reception  area,  v/ith  the  result 
that  the  evacuated  children  referred  to  in  my  last  report  were  removed, 
and  the  Sick  Bey  closed.  Some  800  refugees,  however,  were  left  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

An  outbreak  of  dysentery  in  the  parishes  of  Yoxford, 

Darsham  and  Sibton  was  brought  to  light  at  the  end  of  March,  when  it 
was  found  to  have  started  about  October,  1939*.  It  continued  until 
June  1940,  Three  deaths  were  associated  with  the  outbreak,  which  v/as 
investigated  and  reported  on  by  Dr,  Geo,  Oimiiston  and  the  ^ergency 
Publie  Health  Laboratory  Service  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at 
Cambridge.  Over  90  cases  v/ere  reported,  but  in  spite  of  the  examination 
of  135  specimens  of  faeces  the  cauaal  organism  (Bact,  dys,  fle:aieri  Z) 
was  only  found  in  four  cases,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  fresh 
specimens  sind  of  getting  them  to  the  distant  laboratory  in  time.  Two 
children  continued  to  excrete  the  organism  for  months  and  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cambridge  on  16,9,40,  but  were  reported  free  . 
on  20,10,40,  and  allowed  home.  There  have  been  no  further  cases. 

There  was  no  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  eperdemie  was  due  to  either 
milk  or  water.  This  investigation  threw  a lot  of  v/ork  on  your  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr,  A,  W,  Plov/right,  who  co-operated  whole-heartedly, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

VYm,  M.  Burns, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


